*Harrison's Endocrinology* comes from the authority of internal medicine textbooks, and it provides a comprehensible, organized road map to clinical endocrinology. After an introduction covering the basics of hormonal action and signal transduction, the book is divided into five sections based on physiological systems. Each section contains chapters devoted to specific disorders affecting the system in question, including (1) the hypothalamus, pituitary, adrenal axis and thyroid; (2) the reproductive system; (3) the metabolic system; (4) multi-system syndromes; and (5) bone and calcium. For each disorder, a terse review of normal physiology is followed by a detailed delineation of epidemiology, pathophysiology, clinical presentations, diagnostic tests, and treatment strategies that are often presented in shaded boxes for quick reference.

This clinically focused textbook is intended for medical students and residents who aspire to specialize in endocrinology. It is also useful for generalists because many of the conditions discussed are often first evaluated in primary care offices. Additionally, considering the changing demographics with the ongoing obesity epidemic, *Harrison's Endocrinology* is to be applauded for allocating substantial space to obesity and metabolic syndromes. Evaluation and management algorithms accompanying every category of disease will prove invaluable in the clinical setting. Discussions of diagnostic tests and medications include up-to-date information on efficacy trials and best practice guidelines. In addition, the question set in the appendix serves as practice for board exams.

One of the characteristics that sets this book apart from other clinical manuals is its emphasis on genetics. This emphasis is probably derived from editor Larry Jameson, who was a pioneer in identifying genetic causes for endocrine disorders. Almost every chapter contains a list of genes whose mutations are implicated in pathogenesis. It is a shame, however, that explanations of the functions of many of the gene products are limited to a minimum in the text. Clinicians who want to dig beneath the surface would greatly appreciate a little more elaboration on the molecular mechanisms behind disease, perhaps including diagrams illustrating the relevant signaling pathways. Another shortcoming that may hinder the book's popularity with students is that the text introduces a lot of medical jargon, especially names of clinical signs and maneuvers, without definition or description. Consequently, readers who are just beginning their medical careers may find themselves constantly looking up words as they read this book.
